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PURPOSE:  This policy establishes the criteria and methods for selecting the senior class 
honor graduates, valedictorian, and salutatorian for students entering Pelham High 

School in the Fall of 2014 and thereafter. 

 DEFINITIONS: 

Honor Graduate – The members of the senior class who have an average of 90 or above 

in the designated courses and have taken a minimum of five (5) rigorous courses such as 
Advanced Placement (AP), Dual Enrollment, Honors, and International Baccalaureate 

(IB). are enrolled in college preparatory classes and will earn the college preparatory seal 
of endorsement as outlined in School Board Policy IHF, Graduation Requirements, and 
who have earned at least one-half their graduation credit from a school accredited by the 

Georgia Accrediting Commission, the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, or a 
regional accrediting agency recognized by SACS as outlined in School Board Policy 
JBC(4), Transfer of Credits from Accredited and Non-Accredited Schools are eligible to be 

considered as a candidate for honor graduate.  To be selected as an honor graduate, a 
student must have a 90 or above cumulative numeric average for all college preparatory 
courses.  Those courses are enumerated in section (3) of this policy. 

a. Valedictorian - The honor graduate with the highest academic average and who 
has been enrolled in the senior class since the first day of the school year. Pelham 
High School for a minimum of four (4) semesters immediately before graduation. 

b. Salutatorian - The honor graduate with the second highest academic average and 
who has been enrolled in the senior class since the first day of the school year. 
Pelham High School for a minimum of four (4) semesters immediately before 

graduation. 

 GRADE POINT AVERAGE AND CLASS RANKING: 

Class ranking shall be determined by the cumulative grade point average obtained by 

seniors for all academic courses completed from ninth through twelfth grades.  Class 
rank will be calculated twice: once at the end of the junior year and once at the end of 
the third nine weeks of the senior year. 

Pelham High School will utilize a point system which gives extra weight to college 
preparatory and advanced placement courses.  Students in advanced placement courses 
will have five (5) points added to their numeric average at the end of each grading 

period. This calculation is in advance of the application of the point system as listed 
below. Numeric values will be assigned to academic courses as follows: 



 

 

 College Preparatory Courses: 

     100    -  7 points plus last digit of grade earned (100 = 7.0). 

    90-99 -  6 points plus last digit of grade earned (96 = 6.6). 

    80-89 -  5 points plus last digit of grade earned (85 = 5.5). 

    75-79 -  3 points plus last digit of grade earned (76 = 3.6). 

    70-74 -  1 point plus last digit of grade earned  (74 = 1.4). 

    Below 70 - no credit. 

 Tech/Prep Courses/Elective: 

    100    -  5 points plus last digit of grade earned (100 = 5.0). 

    90-99 -  4 points plus last digit of grade earned (96 = 4.6). 

    80-89 -  2 points plus last digit of grade earned (85 = 2.5). 

    75-79 -  1 point plus last digit of grade earned (76 = 1.6). 

    70-74 -  0 points plus last digit of grade earned (72 = 0.2). 

    Below 70 - no credit. 

Courses to be considered in the ranking are the traditional academic courses (English, 
mathematics, science, social studies) plus the following academic electives to include 
foreign language and academic Dual Enrollment courses. accounting II, and 

computers.  No other course is to be considered for the academic average or ranking.  If 
a student's record contains both college preparatory and Tech/Prep/Elective courses, 
care must be taken to assign the appropriate point value to each course. 

 CRITERIA FOR BREAKING TIES FOR SCHOLARSHIPS: 

If scholarships or financial grants are to be awarded based on class ranking as 

valedictorian and/or salutatorian and if the scholarships or award cannot be shared 
among those students tied for the position(s), the following criteria will be used in turn to 
break ties in class rankings: 

 Valedictorian: 
 
(1)  Numeric grade average; if a tie still exists, 

 
(2)  Number of college preparatory Advanced Placement (AP), Dual Enrollment,  Honors, 
or International Baccalaureate (IB) courses classes taken; if a tie still exists, 

 
(3)  Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) scores. 
 



 

 

(4)  After using these tie-breaking criteria as needed, the student with the highest-class 
ranking would receive any scholarships or award. 

 
(5)  After using tie-breaking criteria, the student with the second highest class ranking 
would receive any scholarships or awards for Salutatorian.  In this event, no Salutatorian 

will be recognized publicly. 

a. Salutatorian: 
 

(1)  Numeric grade average; if a tie still exists, 
 
(2)  Number of college preparatory Advanced Placement (AP), Dual Enrollment,  

Honors, or International Baccalaureate (IB) courses classes taken; if a tie still 
exists, 
 

(3)  Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) scores. 
 
(4)  After using tie-breaking criteria, the student with the highest-class ranking 

would receive any scholarships or awards for the salutatorian.  All students tied 
for Salutatorian will be recognized publicly. 

b. If ties cannot be broken by the means listed, the principal of the school will select 

a committee of faculty to determine the recipients of any scholarships or grants. 

 PUBLIC RECOGNITION: 

The Valedictorian and Salutatorian shall be recognized publicly at the graduation 
ceremony, and may receive publicly as to their identify prior to that time.  In the event 
of a tie in class ranking for Valedictorian, each student will be publicly recognized.  In 

such a case no Salutatorian will be recognized.  After determining that there is no tie in 
class ranking for Valedictorian, if a tie in class ranking for Salutatorian exists, each 
student will be publicly acknowledged. 
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Policy Reference Disclaimer: These references are not intended to be part of the 
policy itself, nor do they indicate the basis or authority for the board to enact this policy. 
Instead, they are provided as additional resources for those interested in the subject 

matter of the policy. 
 
Note: The State of Georgia has moved the Georgia Code. This new environment no 

longer allows us to link directly to the Georgia Code. For example enter 20-02-0211 in 
the search window and the Georgia Code will appear. 

Federal Reference Description 

Rule 160-4-2-.34 Dual Enrollment -  

https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/rules/policy.aspx?S=4127&Sch=1262&RC=0836101631&RevNo=1.45&T=E


 

 

Move On When 
Ready 

Rule 160-4-9-.07 Charter Systems 

Rule 160-5-1-.33 

Strategic Waivers 
and Title 20/No 
Waivers School 

Systems 
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